
 
 

The Rotary 4-Way Test: A Guide to Ethical Decision-Making 
 
The Rotary 4-Way Test is a simple yet profound ethical framework that can guide us in making decisions 
that are fair, truthful, beneficial, and respectful of all concerned. It consists of four questions that we 
should ask ourselves when faced with any situation: 
 
1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
 
Is it the TRUTH? 
The first question challenges us to seek and speak the truth. In a world where misinformation is rampant, 
honesty is a precious virtue. Whether it's in our academic work, interactions with peers, or personal 
reflections, adhering to the truth builds our integrity and fosters trust. 
 
Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
Fairness is about treating others as we would like to be treated. It means being just and equitable in our 
actions and decisions. In school, fairness might involve giving credit where it's due, sharing 
responsibilities in group projects, or being inclusive in social settings. Fairness ensures that everyone has 
an equal opportunity to succeed and feel valued. 
 
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Goodwill and friendships are the heart of a supportive community. This question reminds us to act in 
ways that promote harmony and understanding. By being kind, empathetic, and supportive, we can 
strengthen our relationships and create an environment where everyone thrives. 
 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
The final question asks us to consider the broader impact of our actions. It's about contributing to the 
greater good and ensuring that our decisions have positive outcomes for everyone involved. This might 
mean standing up for a classmate, participating in community service, or simply making choices that 
promote overall well-being. 
 
In conclusion, the Rotary 4-Way Test provides a valuable compass for ethical decision-making. By 
consistently applying these four questions, we can navigate life's challenges with integrity, fairness, 
kindness, and a commitment to the common good. As students, embracing the 4-Way Test not only 
shapes our character but also sets a foundation for becoming responsible and compassionate leaders in 
the future. 
 


